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y New Home

In July, I moved into a brand
New housing cooperative of 36 units
N Toronto. This cooperative has
beenestablished afteryears of hard
work and planning and it embodies
two fundamental principles. First,
every member has agreed to offer
voluntary neighborly support to the
other members. Secondly, struc-
tures have been established to en-
sure that members with disabilities
can participate as full members,
including offering voluntary support
to other members.

As | observe and participate in
the unfolding of a new community,
I'am struck by two impressions. |
have become aware of how the
concepts of disability and racism
have the same effects. | am also
moved by how a diverse group of
people canindeed govem theirown
lives when a real opportunity for
them to do so arises.

Disability, like racism, is much
more than a difference in the way
that people’s bodies and minds
work. It is a way of structuring soci-
ety sothatsome people must spend
their time and effort struggling to
find their daily bread, or defending
theirrightto have a home, orfeeling
that they must have separate rights
that they must establish, neverim-
agining that empowered human
rights and citizenship might be the
platform of full humanity.

{noursmallcommunity we have
all started with the same powerand
rights. Just as we hoped, it makes
no significant difference that mixed
in with the ‘general’ population are
anumberof people whouse wheel-
chairs or canes, or those who think
more slowly or concretely. We de-

pendoneveryone's contribution‘and
those contributions are being given
freely, spontaneously in many cases,
creatively and effectively.

Even more amazing is the way
that everyone joins in solving our
many problems. For example, we
have only one elevator and man
people depend on it. During the first . .
six weeks afteropening, it broke down -
at least twice a day. This meant that )
we needed tenants on call 24 hour
a day to rescue people fromthestuck
cab andalert the repair service. W(T s/
needed people to form a strong adl-
vocacy group to have better equip-
mentinstalled, peopleto provide ser
curity since our fire doors had to b
open when the elevator was down,
even people to run errands or carr
people up and down staircases. All
this happened and we all partici
pated in ways that could have neve
been expected or predicted. l

Manytimesinthelasttwo month —_—
I have been moved to tears by peo
ple of different colours, experienceI
and abilities working together will-

For a Friend
by Marsha Forest

ingly and creatively to both solvﬁ
problems and to enjoy life. It bega
with the hard work and planning nect
essary to put a community together
that started off with equal power and
equal rights.

Can Canada be such a commu-
nity of diverse people with a solid
base of equal power and rights? Can
we solve problems creatively to-
gether? | think so. That's why | con
tinue to do the work | do and why | as
all of you to work even harder for a
real democratic society in Canada
and everywhere.

Judith Snow is the philosopher for Ihe{
Centre for Integrated Education &
Community, and an internationally

known writer, speaker and advocate.
Address: Judith Snow
10 Broadway, Apt. 507

] a cosmic joke for you
people who cannot give or are the gift
receive
drain and exhaust my soul
those who set the rigid rules
those who say “no”
the polite and the proper
sap my power source and

make me dry.

you are a “yes sayer”
a “nay slayer”
a warrior in life
an indomitable spirit
a source of water and won
a source of life

being around you

i flower again

my petals face the sun
and drink in the rain

my stem sparkles with the
my colors are fresh and vitgt
for you who don't walk or

truly dance
with the music of the univer,

iwilt as a dying flower
with all the can't and no’s
the shoulds and shouldn’ts
idryup
iam parched and thirsty
my petals droop
and start to fall.

and then i come into your
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Community-Cating :

Community building means including all and leaming to
truly COMMUNITY-CATE with one another over incredible
barriers. It is the conscious dialogue of diverse cultures and
peoples. The goal is to tear down the iron curtains we have
built up over centuries and begin genuine conversations that

. honor differences and nurture diversity.
(Shafik Abu Tahir)
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COMMUNITY

To have community. we don't necd "community centres” of
"community development” or any of the paraphcmalia of
"community improvement” that is always for sale. What we need 12
to love cach other. trust cach other and help cach other, That is hard
We all know that no community is going to do this casily or
perfectly. And yet there is more hope in the difficulty and
imperfection than in all the slick plans for gewting big and geting MY
that have come out of the universities for the past fifty vears.
Wendell Berry














































	Scan Dec 18, 17
	Scan Dec 18, 17 (2)
	Scan Dec 18, 17 (3)
	Scan Dec 18, 17 (5)
	Scan Dec 18, 17 (7)
	Scan Dec 18, 17 (8)
	Scan Dec 18, 17 (6)



