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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Who is Judy Snow? 

Judy Snow is a thirty year old woman who is presently the Co-ordinator of 

the Centre for Special Services for Handicapped Students at York University. 

She received a B.A. and M.A. in Psychology at York University. 

Judy is quadriplegic. This means she requires 4 - S hours a day of physical 

assistance to maintain I ife. She is a dynamic and courageous human being. 

STATEMENT FROM JUDY SNOW 

FEBRUARY 1980 

Nobody can say I haven't tried to get assistance (see file of letters and 

te I ephone ca I Is made). I am now at the point where there are not ·more 

"regular channels�' I can't afford more years .of being polite. In desperation 

and frustration, I have finally decided it is time to let people know how 

unjust and cruel the system is and how wi I I ing some people are to let me die. 

Ken Ashbee*died because everyone "passed the buck". His death barely made 

a ripple. I refuse to die because a wealthy system can't. work out some 

"administrative difficulties". I've waited ten years and wi 11 now do what 

I have to do to make sure that I can I ive fully and completely. I am a humah 

being and I have a right to I ive. 

* Note: Ken Ashbee, age 39, died January 2, 1980 of heart failure.



I. ..II 

1970 - 2 

TEN YEARS OF STRU�GLE - THE JUDY SNOW CHRONOLOGY 

Worked on the "John Ke! !er.man House Committee" to set up a 
group home for disabled adults. 
The group's funding ca�from Metro Toronto. 
The Committee discovered that there was no legislation at 
the federal, provincial or city level to meet their needs tor 
housing and support care outside a hospital setti_ng. 
The group eventually disintegrated in frustration. 

1972 
-!, 

1975 

Sept. Mrs. "Rita Snow (Judy's mother) and Judy initiated Clarendon 
Foundation, formed the first Board of Directors, incorporated 
the Foundation and raised the first funds. 

1976 
Spring 

1977 

Oct. 

Nov. 

The Foundation: 
- tried to purchase a house. fo be rented to disabled people.
- Metro fire regulations would not al low this.
-·finally, Clarendon Foundatibn received a pi !cit project

subsidy from the Ministry of Community and Social Services.
- 21A Vaughan Road was leased and went into operation.
- Clarendon refused to give Judy assistance because �he had

support care from Vocational Rehabi I itation while she was
a ful I time student at York University.
later 1n 1975, Judy stepped down from the Board of Clarendon
over a di�agreement on pol icy.

Judy's "support care" from Vocational Rehabi I itation was discon
tinued because 

- Judy's income from the Family Benefits Act then total led
$246.00/month (substantJal ly less than support care costs
a I one).

- Judy approached Welfare, Homemaker's Act, Home Care and
a private arrangement but no assistance was avai I able.

Judy ended up in a Nursin9 Home , Oak Ridge Nursi_ng Vi I la unti I
early 1978. 

�rranged for comparative cost analysis of various support care 
options (by Tracy Carpenter). 

Judy wrote Dr. Bette Stephenson, then Minister of Labour. 
Judy applied to the Ontario Federation of the Cerebral Palsied 
as attendant care in a housing project was sp�culated. 

( It never materialized.) 
Judy wrote Dennis Timbrel I

J 
Minister of Health, and Dr. Johnson, 

Administrator of West Park Hospital suggesting that a part of 
West Park be set up tor free use of disabled adults. 

Maureen Vasey, then of the Ontario Crippled Children's Society 
wrote out! ining Judy's di lemma to 

- Fred Young, N.D.P. M.P.P.
Dr. Bette Stephenson, Minister .of Labour

- Lynne Gordon, CKEY.
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LETTERS IN THE SNOW FILE FROM AND TO SUCH PEOPLE AS: 

Bette Stephenson, Minister of Labour (now Educa,tion) 

Fred Young, N.D.P. M.P.P. 
Maureen Vasey, Ontario Society tor Crippled Children 

Lyle Kersey, Coordinator of the Ontario Federation for the 
Cerebral Palsied 

John G. Anderson, Assistant Deputy Minister of Social Resources 

Anne Johnston, Alderman of Wa�d 11 

Claude Bennett, Minister of Housi_ng 

Dennis Timbrel I, Minister of Health 

Keith Norton, Mi�ister of _Community and Social Services 

J. A. Ro_dger, Foundation Co-ordinator of the CI arendon Foundation 

Donald McDonald, M.P.P. for York South, N.D.P. 

David Pitt, Manager Adult Group Homes and Halfway Houses 

Robert Waterhouse, Co-ordinator of Rehab! I itation Services 

Margaret Birch, Provincial Secretary tor Social Development 

Carol Eisenberg, Admissions Committee, Morrison Resi9ence 

Jane Szi lvasy, Ontario March of Dimes 

N. Jane Corbett, Residence Manager, York University

Paula McCarthy, Manager Adult Group Homes and Halfway Houses 

D. Buggie, Project Manager Clarendon Foundation









We, the undersigned faculty at York University, are shocked and angered 

at the denial of financial support for Judy Snow. Judy is an active and 

important member of our academic community. It is criminal that she 

is being denied the human right to maintain control of her I ife and destiny 

as a f u I I cit i zen. 

We support Judy's demand for ful I support care at York University or 

residence at Morrison House. 

We wi 11 ·do everything we can to put pressure on pub I ic officials to "stop 

passing the buck" and provide immediate financial aid for Judy to carry on 

with her I ife. 

----�-
___ ., .......... _n _______________ __ 

� 
� ---
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