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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Who is Judy Snow?

Judy Snow is a thirty year old woman who is presently the Co-ordinator of
The Centre for Special Services for Handicapped Students at York University.

She received a B.A. and M.A. in Psychology at York University.

Judy is quadriplegic. This means she requires 4 - 5 hours a day of physical

assistance to maintain |ife. She is a dynamic and courageous human being.

STATEMENT FROM JUDY SNOW
FEBRUARY 1980 ‘

Nobody can say | haven't tried to get assistance (see file of letters and
telephone calls made). | am now at the point where there are not more
"regular channels! | can't afford more years of being polite. In desperation
and frustration, | have finally decided it is time to let people know how

unjust and cruel The system is and how willing some people are to let me die.

Ken Ashbee*died because everyone "passed the buck'". His death barely made

a ripple. | refuse to die because a wealthy system can't work out some
"administrative difficulties". | 've waited ten years and will now do what

| have To do to make sure that | can live fully and completely. | am a human

being and | have a right to live.

* Note: Ken Ashbee, agé 39, died January 2, 1980 of heart failure.




TEN YEARS OF STRUGGLE - THE JUDY SNOW CHRONOLOGY

1970 - 2 Worked on the "John Kellerman House Committee" to set up a
group home for disabled adults.
The group's funding came from Metro Toronto.
The Committee discovered that there was no legislation at
the federal, provincial or city level to meet their needs for
housing and support care outside a hospital setting.
The group eventually disintegrated in frustration.

1972 Sept. Mrs. Rita Snow (Judy's mother) and Judy initiated Clarendon

¢ Foundation, formed the first Board of Directors, incorporated
1975 the Foundation and raised the first funds.

The Foundation:
- tried to purchase a house to be rented to disabled people.

Metro fire regulations would not allow this.
--finally, Clarendon Foundation received a pilot project
subsidy from the Ministry of Community and Social Services.
21A Vaughan Road was leased and went into operation.
Clarendon refused to give Judy assistance because she had
support care from Vocational Rehabilitation while she was
a full time student at York University. ‘
- later in 1975, Judy stepped down from the Board of Clarendon

over a disagreement on policy. '

|

1976 Judy's "support care' from Vocational Rehabilitation was discon-
Spring Tinued because
- Judy's income from the Family Benefits Act then totalled
$246.00/month (substantially less than support care costs
alone).
- Judy approached Welfare, Homemaker's Act, Home Care and
a private arrangement but no assistance was available.
Judy ended up in a Nursing Home , Oak Ridge Nursing Villa until
early 1978.

1977 Arranged for comparative cost analysis of various support care
options (by Tracy Carpenter).

Oct. Judy wrote Dr. Bette Stephenson, then Minister of Labour.
Judy applied to the Ontario Federation of the Cerebral Palsied
as attendant care in a housing project was speculated.
(It never materialized.)
Judy wrote Dennis Timbrell, Minister of Health, and Dr. Johnson,
Administrator of West Park Hospital suggesting that a part of
West Park be set up for free use of disabled adults.

Nov. Maureen Vasey, then of the Ontario Crippled Children's Society
wrote outlining Judy's dilemma to
- Fred Young, N.D.P. M.P.P.
- Dr. Bette Stephenson, Minister of Labour
- Lynne Gordon, CKEY.




1978 ‘Jan. Judy was pressured out of Oak Ridge Nursing Home because
they said she needed too much care.
Judy tried a private arrangement which broke down due to lack
of funds. .
Judy approached Homemakers and Home Care, but no assistance
available. -
Judy moved into Grace Hospital after 3 weeks of attempts.

Feb. Transferred fo West Park Hospital where she shared a room with
a woman of 101 years.
Feb. 7. - reapplied to Ontaric Federation for Cerebral Palsied.

Mar. 2 Judy wrote letter explaining That '"Disabled persons are not
sick'" fo: '

Minister of Housing

- Ministry of Community and Social Services

- Minister of Labour

- Minister of Health

- Commissioner of Social Services, Metro Toronto.
Everyone passed the buck!

Aug. 14 Judy refused admission to Clarendon again, for not enough
staff tTime.

1979 Jan. 29 Judy wrote letters fo Donald McDonald, N.D.P. M.P.P. and
Dennis Timbrell, Minister of Health, to complain of care in
chronic care hospital and inability to get accepted at Clarendon

- no resulTs.

Early 1979 Joined G.0.A.L. (Get Out and Live).

April 17 MWrote letter fo Margaret Birch, Secrefariat of. the province
to yet again define housing needs of the severely disabled adult.

May - Margaret Birch and Bob Waterhouse verbally promised that G.O.A.L.
members would be assisted by being housed at Morrison.

Sept. Reapplied to Clarendon and applied fto Morrison House.
Oct. 5 Left West Park Hospital.
Oct. Wrote Bob Waterhouse to make sure of promises of accommodation.

* Nov. 2 Received lefter with promise in writing that would recelve
services.

Dec. 1979 and Jan. 1980 Refused from Clarendon, Morrison and Clarendon |
1980 Jan. 2 Judy wrote to Paula McCarthy, Manager of Adult Group Homes and
Halfway Houses, Ministry of Community and Social Services,
pointing out that subsidization of her living accommocdation at
York was The cheapest and.best around.
David Pitt ftook over her position and said he could do nothing




and referred her to Homemakers.
Belinda Morin, Metro Toronto Department of Elderly and Dlsabled
represenflng Homemakers Sald +hey could do nofhlng

Feb. 20 Judy got out of ToronTo General Hosp|+a| and applied for.
- Heme Care through the hospital  system.

Feb. 27 Mrs. Leebe, Co- ordinafor of Home Care Services for Metio
Toronto, refused al |l services on grounds that they could not
provide night care. :

Dec. 1979 - Feb. 1980 Adveﬁffsed for a live-in attendant amqnglfhe
mildly retarded, refugees, students, church groups, etc.
- NO ansver ’ - ' : .
Oct. 1979 - March 1980 March of Dimes parTxally substd[zes aTTendanT
care, and volunteer students do the rest.

PROPOSAL

a) That full support care be prOV|ded at York University.
Approximate cost $15,000.00
Rationale: Judy works at York; therefore no franSporTaflon cosTs are
incurred.

L ‘Full care at Morrison House, 341*§Tdbr18+.\Wes#f




LETTERS IN THE SNOW FILE FROM AND TO SUCH PEOPLE AS:

Oct. 1977
Nov. 1977 Bette Stephenson, Minister of Labour (now Education)
Mar. 1978
Fred Young, N.D.P. M.P.P.
Nov. 1977 Maureen Vasey, Ontario Society for Crippled Children
Feb. 1978 Lyle Kersey, Coordinator of the Ontario Federation for the
Cerebral Palsied
Mar. 1978 John G. Anderson, Assistant Deputy Minister of Social Resources
Apr. 1978 ' Anne Johnston, Alderman of Ward 11
May 1978 '
Apr. 1978 Claude Bennett, Minister of Housing
Apr. 1978 . Dennis Timbrell, Minister of Health
May 1979
June 1978 Keith Norton, Minister of Community and Social Services
Aug. 1978 J.A. Rodger, Foundation Co-ordinator of the Clarendon Foundation
Sept. 1979
Jan. 1979 Donald McDonald, M.P.P. for York South, N.D.P.
Mar. 1979 '
Apr. 1979 David Pitt, Manager Adult Group-Homes and Hal fway Houses
Apr. 1979
Oct. 1979 Robert Waterhouse, Co-ordinator of Rehabilitation Services
Nov. 1979 g
May 1979 Margaret Birch, Provincial Secretary for Social Development
Oct. 1979 Carol Eisenberg, Admissions Committee, Morrison Residence
Dec. 1979 Jane Szilvasy, Ontario March of Dimes
Dec. 1979 N. Jane Corbett, Residence Manager, York University
Jan. 1980 "Paula McCarthy, Manager Adult Group Homes and Hal fway Houses

Jan. 1980 D. Buggie, Project Manager Clarendon Foundation




AfTerITen years, the problem is very simple. Judy needs.a place to llve -

not a hosplfal - where supporT care ‘is avallable

There are. fwo obvious alternatives.
1 Provide 'suppor+ ‘care! for Judy in existing houslng at
York University where’ Judy works.
Approx1ma+e;qos+ $_5,®OO.OO/Vyear.
Advantage: ho.franspbr+afioh required.
u . _
2) Arrange accommodation for Judy in Morrisoﬁ House, where -
support care isyproVided.
This is not a-Time'Té loek/for 5cépegoaTs or excuses. Many goed peoplé

have been frustrated in their attempts to assTsT;

. A solution is needed Tmmediafaly. [+ ¢an.be done.

o/










We, the undersigned faculty at York University, are shocked and angered

at the denial of financial support for Judy Snow. Judy is an active and
important member of our academic community. |t is criminal that she

is being denied the human right to maintain control of her l|ife and destiny

as a full citizen.

We support Judy's demand for full support care at York University or

residence at Morrison House.

We will do everything we can to put pressure on public officials to "stop
passing the buck" and provide immediate financial aid for Judy to carry on
with her life.
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