






















tion and quality education are in
deed possible. 

We have no illusion that in a short 
article we can do more than whet 
your appetite to learn more. Please 
write us with your questions and 
concerns. We see ourselves as prob
lem solvers and facilitators, not 
answer givers. We enjoy working 
with people who see problems as 
challenges to be solved. This final 
story illustrates our point. 

We had just finished a week long 
white water canoe/kayak course. 
We thought that our friend, Judith 
Snow, might really enjoy a raft trip 
down the incredible river we had 
run in our smaller craft. 

We approached the staff at the 
Madawaska Kanu Centre. We told 
them that Judith travelled around 
in a wheelchair which she drove 

with her thumb. We explained she 
only had use of her mouth and 
thumb for mobility. 

Before we got the words out, these 
energetic rafters were planning 
where Judith would sit, how many 
extra people they'd need to carry 
her into the raft, and how she could 
enjoy actually going in the water to 
body surf. 

· They were beyond us. We only had
her in the boat. They had her in the
water too. What a difference! Most
people look at Judith and only see
problems. To the rafters, this would
be fun, a challenge. If she wanted
to go, they would take her. There
was no question. End of story.

How refreshing! If we can create
the opportunity for Judith to go
rafting and surfing in the Mada
waska River, surely we can create
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the opportunity for all the children 
in Canada and the USA to attend 
school alongside their neighbors 
and friends. There are simply no 
more excuses! Judith hasn't de
cided if she really wants to go raft
ing, but the vast majority offamilies 
have decided that they want to be 
welcomed in their neighborhood 
schools. Attitudes are the major 
barrier and are no longer an ad
equate excuse. We must welcome 
all children now. It is their right. 
Our future depends on it. There is 
simply a need for action - NOW!

Marsha Forest is Director of Edu
cationandJa,ckPierpoint is Execu
tive Director, Centre for Integrated 
Education and Community, 24 
Thome Crescent, Toronto, Ontario, 
Can.adaM6H255.Phone(416)658-
5363. 

To catch the big fish. you must be in deep water: to accomplsh great thr,gs you must be willing to leave the security of 
shallow water and venture where,the water is deep and maybe where you·ve never been before. 

- Shakespeare

A ,:,osJNve ,:,erson knows that not everything faced ca, be changed. but that nothing can be changed untl ff Is faced! 
So face those things which Interfere with yoc., progress. or stand in the way of a goal you have. a1d try to change them! 

- Albert Flflstein

♦♦♦♦♦

Throughout our /Ives we ae faced with a series of great o,:,porturl/tles brtlllantly distinguished as /mposslble sJtuatlons. 
Remember. nothi'lg Is Impossible to one who beleves. 

- Nathaniel Emmons
♦♦♦♦♦

I would rather attempt to do something great and fall. then to attempt to do nothing a,d succeed. 
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- Robert Schuller
♦♦♦♦♦
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