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ISSUES OF CONCERN IN BILL 4:

1. Sections 15 and 16 ( repeal of Hard-to=Serve ): We support

this revision. o{% o
Juacds s,

2. ©Section 8 and subsequent sections that remove refere ce to
"trainable retarded child" and "tralnable retarded pupll®: We
support these revisions, but we want further. that #he
students will not continue to be treated as if*thfy”iill bore
the "TMR" label, and that boards of education will not be allowed
to invent euphemisms for the "TMR" label.

3. ©Subsection 11(3) and sections 44 - 47 regarding
responsibilities of the Metrogﬂlitan Toronto School Board: We
zupport the notlon of retur tﬁg the responsibility for educating
students now served by the M.T.S.B. back to the local Metro
boards. However, we beljéve that the resources to do so should
also be reallocated to e local boards and that every measure be
taken to ensure that ese students become valued members of
their local neighboyfhood schools
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) OUR QUESTIONS TO YOU:

1. In view of

= the public commitment to inclusion by the last 3 Ministers of
Education

= thelr persistent promlses to take the first steps towards
inclusion by September, 1993

7~ = the fact that Bill 4 1s the first plece of legislation dealing
/ with education in over 10 years

= the fact that an amendment to the Education Act to provide for
inclusion was drafted by ARCH (Advocacy Resource Centre for the
Handlcapped) and glven to the Ministry in January, 1991

- the lack of response gpdﬁ.the Ministry of Education to the
Proposed Amendments to the Special Education Legislation in 1986

A - the lack of response ffom the Ministry of Educatlion to the

¢ Consultation Paper on the Integration of Exceptional Students in
1992,
= the Intervention of the Attorney General to support Alixe
~ Hysert’s right to Inclusion In March, 1991

we are now asking why Bill 4 is so limited In 1ts scope. Why lis



this government dragging out the process instead of
atreamlining it? Why does Bill 4 not lnclude provislons to
entitle all students to guality education in regular classes in
their home schools with appropriate supports to ensure a
successful school experience?

2. When is thlis government going to bring its education policies
into line with its Human Rights Code?

3. When 1s this government golng to bring its education policies
into line with the policles of the Ministry of Communlty and
Soclal Services? ( Deinstitutionalization and community living
must be accompanied by acceptance in regular classrooms.)

4, What provisions is this government taking to ensure that

! resources are allocated on the basis of student need, not on the
“basis of student label? ( In one board, special education

resource teachers are allocated to schools on the basis of .2
extra teachers for each student in the school with the label
"Functional Life Skills", a thinly disguised euphemism for "TMR".
qus kind of pressure on rincipals and parents is intolerable.)
It bas loSel & Fo ay g 15 iF wied fo e bh ghadets 18 rHha seckims el bk
5. When is the policy memorandum oh lntegration golng to be
approved and clrculated to schools? Will it guarantee that
students will be entitled to attend their local, nelghbourhood
schools ( the school the student would attend were it not for the

designation "exceptional")?

6. When will legislation be passed to guarantee the entitlement
of all students to quality education in thelr local nelighbourhood
schools In regular classes with supports to ensure success?

7. Will members of this committee recommend that the Attorney
General redirect her lawyers to support Becky Till’s right to
inclusion?

8. What guldelines will accompany Bill 4 to ensure that school
boards do not replace the "TMR" label with any other label? What
procedures will be enacted to ensure that atudents formerly
labelled "TMR" will continue to recelve adeguate resource
support? Will this government ensure that students formerly
labelled "TMR" will be welcomed into their local neighbourhood
schools In regular classes?

9. Will guidelinesbe developed to accompany Bill 4 to guarantee
that "will transfer FULL responsibility for students formerly
served by the M.T.S5.B. to the local Metro boards? What
provisions will be made to transfer resource support directly to
the local boards?
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