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MEMORANDUM TO: Directors of Education
- Superintendents
~ Principals of Schools

FROM: : Jill Hutcheon

DATE: June 9, 1994

SUBJECT: SPECIAL EDUCATION - INTEGRATION

OF EXCEPTIONAL PUPILS :

I am pleased to advise you of a range of new initiatives in special education which build
on the current policy outlined in the June, 1992 Policy and Program Memorandum .
No. 115).  The Ministry of Education and Training remains committed to the principle
that the integration of exceptional pupils should be the normal practice in Ontario, when
such a placement meets the pupil’s needs and is in accordance with parental wishes. A
range of options including placement in a special class or provincial or demonstration
school will continue to be available for pupils whose needs cannot be met within the
regular classroom. |

The ministry’s commitment to integration is consistent with sodiety’s wish to give every
citizen the opportunity to participate fully in the life of the community. We have
consulted widely about how best to implement this commitment, and have received
input from all parts of the province. As well, we have been assisted by the advice
provided through the ministry’s Advisory Council on Special Education. As a result, the
government is undertaking two key changes to Regulation 305 which govern the
Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) process:

1. IPRCs will be required to consider integration as the placeinent

of first choice wherever possible, when such a placement meets
the pupil’s needs and is in accordance with parental wishes.
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2. The role of parents in the IPRC process is being strengthened to
ensure that they have a right to early and full access to all ,
information; the right to an advocate; to be full partners in the
deliberations and to have an equal say in the composition of the
appeal board members. ~

Several related initiatives to support parents, teachers, support staff, school boards and
the community in their efforts to accelerate the pace of integration are also in progress.
An integration-related staff development program, to be designed collaboratively by
these partners in education, is intended to support all staff in delivering effective and
appropriate special education programs in integrated settings. Exemplary practices in
integration will also be recognized and shared in an effort to sustain staff development
over the long term. .

The categories and definitions of exceptionalities will be revised and updated to reflect
the recent changes to the Education Act resulting from Bill 4, and to assist IPRCs in
determining program needs. Guidelines for annual school board reporting on special
education plans are also being revised to allow the ministry to gather information
regarding the success of the integration initiative. The operating procedures of Special
Education Advisory Committees (SEACs), will be revised to enhance their role.
Combined, these initiatives will go a long way toward addressing the accountability
concerns raised in The 1993 Annual Report of the Office of the Provincial Auditor.

I recognize that many school boards have made significant progress in integrating
exceptional students into regular classrooms. Nevertheless, we will still need to work
collaboratively with local and provincial agencies of the Ministries of Community and
Social Services and Health to develop co-operative approaches to the delivery of health
and social support services for exceptional pupils.

These new initiatives on integration build on the government’s commitment to greater
equity for all pupils. Ilook forward to working with you during the implementation of
.new directions for special education and to receiving your input on the proposed
regulation changes during the consultation in the fall.

For further information, please contact your Regional Office of the Ministry of Education
and Training, per the attached list. :

el ;C%(/?‘L&axq
utcheon :
istant Deputy Minister

Policy Priorities and Curriculum Development

cc: jonal Directors



ey A A s AN
éy«ev4 Ve - WV“?” B
S g LN N i ¢ 766"\"12}?‘%?'5‘ R

“en it o4 mﬁ"’,‘oa‘oy p33Y1om XAV LS ok oo Dokt 70k 7o o
Tt m T mm TUTTTTTUT T m e e ("}:‘I_ MINAY cwij*" T mmTTmmT e

' "37:,“' éa'ﬂw ““’ >pr):)"c—'2‘:1‘“ \H nh A‘ 6/0_'[ 1’\'{,"?)—'"9\"5 “yrsawe s Lo90)fe o} ’ '57335"\"{"‘-""5’.7" B
"57)7\_ “&Q“L’ ‘v?ﬁ/’ij—?‘lj?""‘}—woww)vipw"ﬁE‘l\ﬁ9-"7\9\44{’ )‘h’o 2 ™Mo AZSPUD'jj ’ f’ Mmoo
yj,'al"'("f‘i}‘ ) ry"f}\'f,] 57‘3"4\’"2"—7? (Tf"l J, IND 90"7“'705"’/‘7 /"BF’WV\DJU'“S ;)va W27 enpuuy -
' ""JW/{”“Q'U_"/T X ¢ _}"’T‘OA‘TD‘W\( =7 %'C(_ 7')\717”077\4’ _‘47_'{396(;7\?*) 5%‘6‘1‘“‘? -
:' s @77‘&‘44\* V\Hp\’ Dr)\ifS _"(5:’ ‘(habr M (’ \IV TJ ?795) }}'0;}' ""57“‘] ¥ CV“O/‘ oV ’ij‘j m wr o
GGy B S Y 4R os s bagur b op Sy e T

TR ke s SR A TE T A o’d‘clﬁs"z%" - /-ﬁ;(sr.s'm‘u,r zvso ke lided o k<@~

SV A e SO S gy 2 s N
o T m"/ajfé Yj\“i}”,r“‘“w"d'f)"“j?)'"}‘ﬁ"i‘jlp_""}sv )—{d; YD I L"\o'rvr -
“hweurel ] a\,'“o‘)u"kﬁ“aj"‘s’fsa Y paseddwy 0 T /ﬁﬁ/‘&gm’j oy
”""’6}”)?"53-(1”17:6 ’5/7\"—’1‘7)”5]\;0:)[ 3'7 wWioo [ .r)-.u ] ’ (J"O?f'"WP?’BT"S |72 {"‘)-\PV'QJ\.! a7
LY JIGW\(D }rar‘hd _P}G "'6;}""’5—7%3’5“3—/0{“’&_"5({},” ")”0271""/'5:‘/"""7"' “P’if""ﬂ)"o' ﬁ'ﬂ\"’" T T
"3‘[73)‘0 3/40 m ff 1 _’mg 3 n‘r‘]W““ﬁp‘(«WIZWFYA” {"QT»};ﬂﬂ’a‘ﬁ”a- .) NAY) .H ) | aa—
T WQ‘D")')J 0,\‘]*0 ’Dm f??vvﬁ’) e tel C"(Wﬂ: 77/"?‘_{,"}73’?1{ !‘""'q‘?’we'ﬂ”’?m
W{I{WE@:}U 7 }7 I3205R8 r\w%qwe?yw*«f—,ﬁgu 4 Mj, “UUTV(WWU\
o o (J res funo _/‘DD’["O‘ ‘*ﬂ’*}pm—s 7’7"71?‘,6{[77'0)' "”9'/1‘2'\,‘ aelv) //\
T ""'“""" f"“(ﬁ;ifﬁj 517-;—\7 rey QU_[’?:}“ﬂi G‘?[ TRy YT '“ “~f S
T A ) i e e %rrswmﬁr"m*”‘ym*‘fr‘ ‘}7*770'\0 ¥
T s )""ssﬁubvo S7j} v]'y\i'gal “awi\i}“’}‘lf:f“/y—“j?'vpvvu;r”d"ﬁi‘fdgj ()9' %ﬂ
SNOY T PIrYs S Ut I3 {O“]JVUWS—IIUV 00/‘—;7\'/,74 ST O]
e ”'/‘771"35}-7'(!7“?‘1”“[\?’”47/]VTWJ‘OﬁﬁP"EHf'S‘ prres (FF Ty
B "W"'Faromv??ﬁ; 1?,77?— L’-]“ji"‘jl'j"*{l?"’?m oI IR VY T CT I
1“0)/ )/ ,L e LT AR 2 S xp_/., Wikd bay Jo C‘I?jﬁ?]?‘)j‘"iﬁfﬁ U

TIZP [Ty AP0 T VFAL] YRRy D

R 7 S‘;T.rjfolﬂﬁlmvr{—)ﬁot’\ % Yok T LTINS Py
P Lo d’ ok 0}( ¥ 7 70 Pé‘—aT-- 27 )eg] ;/r;?“'bj\‘%—nﬁ—.ﬁt—'{r}‘}% 'Q’j :vr} _/'Yx?
e el e T B S A PR /A
o “:‘5/7\00—773 ;U | ‘ )

ATEr o
_flA;é?_,vp_ ’//,lyv.J; Y/

Ol Moytwwis of o
,W;(:fvyf 7/\(47 Afy;?y'yglhaf A

ALrse ot e

i



