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On “Being of Use”

On“Being of Use™
Sandra Landis
Safeguards Letter #2. March 1987

Recently, | read Ciderhouse Rules by John Inving, This popular book was

Anwell, iden of " heillg of
use” Mr. Irving =3 fthe fact that the
person makel “beingof usal’ inmiavmldcan
Eﬁmt o life-defining course uchtiun Although thet sounda e bit dramatic, |

Iwaa X my owm vith the idea of
“being usefyl™ a few: d the chy I've my own life

Several yveor ago, | made the decision te retire from my brief stint as a full
time employee, Over the years | e preity a avoided full time employment as

W | el _| enough to find part time work
thatwes There came the time,
‘though, when | ‘o "earn” aome full
time administrator.

Vtook o job that kept me Pmbminlmwhnbuwhwmn Vlearned
o lot about what it ofen | also leamed
alot about- d the the

actions, and values of orgenizations. | came to urlerstand that orgenizetions,
even though they're composed ,of people, don 't have the same capacityte
oct a8 humnan beinga do.

I wan able to think about my tenure in thet job &8 & useful but painful

y focused theoryand

Ihod had stdied chonge

weell, The four: trying to put these
By helped
clarify for me the context in which L d chi happen. It
" n

Inshort; | leamed o bit d
efforts., an4- d ins auch etforts. | lty

Hidden Children

Hidden Children

Sandra Landis
chlidve
ur st My Youwger y:
el W hotiie by
| Y
aneand & holf years of age.
0 Jine, lpent: of
padpia described an havin dlasbiity, | hered the sad
e thet ot loset
uring the Dast year, dnt
way. | Knew these had
beena Y w L ©
‘Columbue State inetikution in 1971, | sew a lot of children thet day.
inluly, her
Otia. Huyaw@nt latwo.and s hatl, mumnmmmmuapwmlmm-
st her lietle son, He
Feglof tesrchied
however, v mlmmdmmo&:rmmdi
ol yezor
PASS
course. | Baw bit Ohio
werye children fos the PASS course,
would offer for 1989
)
" U o
chool aged child oparsted, the ather Locsl public

About Natural Consegue

Safeguards Letter
#10, ity 1989
About natural consequences
Sandy Landis

Fve been the ldea of natural gotten
Tocused lh’e. o I've stened mmnlwhnc dlocumiong nbout nupmvmgpeoph with
IWeatyles, In ty

coftbeguences” b heef siested os 4 way of belpind people, rveimmvouueuhymn

Fve heard.

| fall Into the of things | rezzard a8 relative, I this caoe,
mwwhmmmm wmmmmmcmmamm
history of Thied Waorld, etz,

ar tamw et from mueeummmmm-xuuauw

‘What | find troublne in th helping people Iy
more independent Iifestyles is thet the helpers act as thowgh the netural consegwences of
eyents afen't relgtive the assumption i made that what happens to You of me i & situation
s probably what people with cisabilities will experience in 4 similar situation,

Thear o of ot n Wmmlvﬂ]ﬂibﬂw
e nearty ol Yowos me vho has e poos
oold ormmmmnnmwmmmtum that belng Labeled hynmeru

8 person’s Weve neturel ]
penson's life and 10 One's state of secyrity and

than their share of #nd the:
they e uaually much
bit and th o how difficult It la to keep that

underetanding alive In my mind os | e my doy to day We. One place iy ife where |
BeemmhlveanmlammltmhmlmmﬂmmgmlyﬁthMEGMHem
Fve abways Money 8

nuxtsarymFovmnmte.muuhailheﬂm:lmmkofmyeen‘napapemnlmm

d quite & bit of iy time thinkdng about how to keeg
ourlllﬁ:mmnopemﬂmImmﬂmkamwnﬂemmktlﬂtﬁmon&um
seem Lot of ihoney to Ivest, | ik into
mllldngthtlhlnwwllmt‘!bmmmmuhmmmlmlﬂmmlanlﬂemm
BOMEONe Wh ié poot,

In Response to this Call to Cponscience

ces

| 1he
Safeguards
Letter

a publication of
OHIO SAFEGUARDS e P.O. Box 1943 e Chillicothe, Ohio

45601

The Complete Collection of

afeguards Letters - 1986- 2021

= -

The Community Living Paper

For Ohio's Citizens

Prepared For The Ohio Developmental Disabilities Planning Council

By Ohg Zssgezxumds relevant tO d ay-

A remarkable policy proposal
Promotingfes oy developed by Safeguards in 1992.
They advocated for a
‘Life in the Community”
for persons with
developmental disabilities.

Theor Vision is even more
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People with Disabilities and their Money

Jack Pealer
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Image for an Organization
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Image for an Organization
Jack Pealer
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Considering the Evidence
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Power to Spend
Jack Pealer
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A Glimpse Back At Early Efforts To Include People With Disabilities In Community Life

*When parents of sons or *The early efforts to get things adults with severe disabiliti the still-p el e

daughters with mental organized for children and were constantly threatened by | POPulan) idea that someone else "far

retardation decided, in the away" would better be able to meet

1950’ and early 1960's, that theneeds of these people.

there had to be something *Our community has aways done what we wanled. We asked, first for schoos, and they " o

better for their children, that gave us schooks. Then, we asked for money; we got money. We wanted work for *Service organizations have grown so

o LS f people to do in a workshop, and we got work. Then, we got more money. Lately, we've large and complex, control over them
' boen king oo ht pecplecan ok snd vl maraeesorawages. Oue and even effective voice about them

determination that they would very
invent supports and services if hat we ask for, likely to give il to us."
those did not exist.

disappeared from families’ experience
some time ago.

Images Of Communzty sze Today & In The Future ‘ The Way Things

When life has changed in desirable ways for people with disablities and their all of cooperation most often prevail.
Pecpleliest iy Kriowing o iiotlcr sl Plaoris e Stk ot ‘sharing their own. | Stand NOW
.getting a job for someone

...being three-and-a-half and | ..being patiently tutored in
who has been waiting for a

having your pre- gardening by your
school teacher T > 76 year old B ey S developmental disabilities
think that you are neighbor, hoping Veork: in Ohio still experience
absolutely’ that the lessons lives that are separated from the
irreplaceable; and will continue for B e coffee general population by the services
being the one child years because S s e they rely upon, including schools,
in the class who Some things, ety sheltered workshops, residential
happily, take a long services and others.

1 Most people with

has a severe
disability time to learn ..having your co-workers
throw a surprise ‘

) People with developmental

..listening to a ..having birthday party for 4 disabilities placed in
friend tell her your you after you all == facilities are still living with
favorite story over and over ’ neighbor stop over ik A o e groups of unrelated adults who

again, and hearing because he missed night. were collected by the organization

something each seeing that has the legal claim on the
time; knowing that you out s st facility.

for her to risk this repair service with

asking you to morning. your uncle, who you [~ There are growing number
listen again is a Adn et dntl of "non-building" service
sign of her ..having you came home options becoming available
capacity to trust your ror e ettt in Ohio ities, but these

you friends from the after 25 years. represent a small fraction of the
church and your output of taxpayers dollars to

..getting to hold family organize a P AL support people with disabilities.
and rock to sleep schedule so that Many Of The Answers

| your neighbor's you can recover Lie Outside The Context (7| Only a few Ohio citizens
grandchildren when they from surgery at home, not in of Typical Human m are enjoying individual
fnme to vlsn,‘e:ven though \ the nursing home Services ,Within Our = relationships of mutual
some people still treat you as frs 43 support with people labeled as
a dangerous person. Families & Communities developmentally disabled.

means and the removal of many barriers

Implications For  [mvy] = organizations will be required to build 1 Unless something changes
cggg 2 that now stand in the way. [ .
== e

flexibility into their structures, the likely future i that
Citizenship carries with it a different most peaple with

atus than does clienthood, and that disabilities will continue to grow
status needs to be confirmed through the up as strangers to their neighbors,
ways that people are portrayed. peers, and fellow community

Organizations And
Communities

Finding ways to shift increasing shar
of resources, which are intended to help
people with developmental disabili

Ul cxganization decides o beguded. ||
by U itustions of itividual people who

‘agency 1 political context will uswally

from the control of service agencies to % members.

control by people with disabilities : % Assuming more active personal and P
themscloes and e allies will bew 3 Informed choice is usually based on & collective responsibility a sor Mast people count on their connections to
necessity. This will require botl the 3 experience; people trying 2 stewards of our own future implies a other people us the significant source of
develapment of the necessary fiscal 3 ought to be expected; helping = more public life for many people. stability, sccurity, and richness in their lives.
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