How To Host A “Waddie Welcome & the Beloved Community”

Communal Reading

Pick a convenient date and a quiet location—a living room, a coffee shop backroom, a space your church
can offer. Several weeks before the date, invite people whose company you enjoy. Let them know a copy
of the book will be available to share that evening, and include information on where to order their own
copy if they choose.* Include the start and end times of the event. (The actual reading time is about forty-
five minutes). Add whatever social time is appropriate. Request RSVPs.

Invite a couple of people to help with hospitality. Keep it simple.

As the host, be familiar with the story. Read through the book to get a feel for how it’s organized. Decide
which parts you want to read, and which parts you’ll ask others to read.

A couple of days before the reading, send a “looking forward to seeing you” email or text.

As people arrive, make sure all the guests are introduced to one another. After everyone has arrived,
invite people to gather, hopefully in a circle, but close enough so all can hear. As the host, explain why
you believe reading the story together is useful and explain that people will take turns reading. Lead off as
the first reader. Make sure to hold up the book so everyone can see the photos. Pass the book around and
invite guests to read a page or a whole chapter. Make sure everyone who wants to has a chance to read.

Once the book is finished, ask people to share their first thoughts and feelings. Ask if any parts of the
story were unclear. Ask a few framing questions: who was your favorite character and why; what values
were expressed in the book; how do they run counter to the current political climate; how did Mr.
Welcome go from being “the other” to “our brother”?

Watch your time and the mood of the group. Before ending the event, offer to help others prepare for
doing a reading with people in their own circle.

*Books can be ordered from Inclusion Press here: https://inclusion.com/product/waddie-welcome-
and-the-beloved-community/ Please share a photo from your reading to inclusionpress@inclusion.com.
Let us know where and when it happened! You can also post directly to our padlet bulletin board here.
https://padlet.com/inclusionpresss WWBC_BELOVED vs BULLIES

Let’s build a beloved community
of “Waddie Welcome & the Beloved Community” readers



